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1. VENEZUELAN NATIONAL GUARD IS PLANNING TO PURCHASE " TYPE B" 
UNARMED PATROL BOATS FOR USE IN LAKE MARACAIBO. BOATS WOULD 
BE USED TO PROVIDE GREATER SECURITY FOR OIL RIGS IN LAKE 
MARACAIBO AND TO REDUCE CONTRABAND ENTERING VENEZUELA FROM 
NETHER- 
LANDS ANTILLES AND ELSEWHERE. VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT WOULD 
APPARENTLY PREFER THAT SOME OF THE BOARS BE CONSTRUCTED IN 
VENEZUELA. NATIONAL GUARD IS ALSO CONTEMPLATING PURCHASE OF 
SMALLER 

VESSELS FOR RIVER PATROL TO COMBAT CONTRABAND TRAFFIC, 

BUT PURCHASE IS EXPECTED TO BE DELAYED. 

2. WHETHER BOATS ARE DESIGNED FOR RIVER PATROL OR FOR LAKE 
MARACAIBO, THEY WOULD BE INTENDED TO COMPLEMENT THE NATIONAL 
GUARD' S TRADITIONAL POLICING FUNCTIONS. VENEZUELAN NATIONAL 
GUARD DOES NOT RESEMBLE U. S. FORCE OF SAME NAME. IT IS A 
PARAMILITARY UNIT WHICH SPECIALIZES IN SUCH NORMALLY CIVILIAN 
POLICE FUNCTIONS AS COAST GUARD, ANTI- SMUGGLING OPERATIONS, 
BORDER CONTROL, HIGHWAY PATROL, , ANTI- NARCOTICS, ETC. 

NATIONAL GUARD, THOUGH CONSIDERED PART OF ARMED FORCES, 
OPERATES UNDER SEPARATE COMMAND. BOATS WILL BE USED FOR NON- 
MILITARY PATROL DUTIES. 
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